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»BOOI?M?OTICES.-<- 



[Any publication noticed in these pages may lie obtained of the Amebican Publication 
Society of Hebrew, Morgan Park, 111.] 



COMPANION TO THE REVISED OLD TESTAMENT. 



Those Bible students who desire to read intelligently the Eevised Old Testa- 
ment, will find in this volume much that will help them to this end. In order 
fully to understand or appreciate the Eevision, one should have at least some 
knowledge of its origin, its purpose, and the principles in accordance with which 
it was made. This book is not a defence of the Revision. It is an explanation 
of it. A chapter on the need of a revision forms a very appropriate introduction. 
The method is then discussed, and here we learn the auspices under which 
the work was taken up, and some of the features which characterized it — among 
others, its catholic character, its freedom from restrictions, its uniformity, its 
reverence. 

The chapter on the text of the Old Testament, as indeed the entire book, is 
written from a very conservative stand-point. We do not think that sufiicient 
weight is given by the author to the help to be derived from the more ancient 
Versions. It is certainly true that as yet no very valuable aid has been received 
from these sources ; but this is explained by the fact that suflflcient effort has not 
been put forth. Here is a field open to all. Shall it not be occupied ? 

In four chapters are given examples of the changes which are to be found in 
the Pentateuch, in the Historical Books, in the Poetical Books and in the Pro- 
phetical Books. One chapter is devoted to the American Appendix. The most 
interesting chapter, in our opinion, is that which discusses the importance of the 
Old Testament. This discussion abounds in points well made, and in helpful 
suggestions. The book is worth obtaining, if only for this chapter. A handy 
list of the names of the Eevisers, both British and American, closes the volume. 
Dr. Chambers is a careful, considerate writer. He has performed a valuable 
service to the cause of biblical study, in the preparation of this Companion. 



THE ERRORS OF EVOlCTION.t 



Two impressions are especially made upon us by this book. The one is favor- 
able to its merits. It gives evidence of wide reading and considerable acumen. 
The best authorities are freely and numerously quoted. The theories mentioned 
in the title are carefully stated and systematically refuted. Thus, after having 
presented the theory of the origin of species, largely in Mr. Darwin's own words. 
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the author meets it in these propositions : (1) " No such fact of Change of Species 
has ever been observed ; " (2) " The Multitude of Intermediate Forms between 
Existing Species, demanded by the Theory, do not now Exist, nor did they ever 
Exist ; " (3) " The Possibility of the Existence of such Multitudes of Mongrels is 
Prohibited by the sterility of Hybrids." 

And again, (1) " The Various Orders and Genera should Come in Gradually and 
Slowly ; on the contrary, they Appear Suddenly ; " (2) " The Lower Orders should 
Appear First, but Frequently the Higher Orders Precede them " ; (3) " The Larger 
Insects, Reptiles and Animals should have Followed the Smaller ; but on the con- 
trary, they often Precede them ; " (4) " The Gaps in the Gradation are Fatal to the 
Theory;" etc. Such propositions as these, sustained by good reasonings, give prom- 
ise of sound information as to the defects in the teachings which they controvert. 

The other impression received is that of an exceeding intemperateness in the 
spirit and method in which the attack is made. There is in the style and tone of 
such writers as Mill, Spencer, Huxley, Tyndale, Darwin, and others, in many of 
their writings, a certain air of sweet luminosity and candor which is veiy winning 
and very effective. Eminent ministers of the Gospel have confessed their indebt- 
edness in this respect to the writings of these men. Our author, like too many 
other defenders of the faith, seems entirely oblivious to the power of this method. 
He deals freely in offensive and contemptuous epithets, such as " most absurd," 
"outrageous," "blasphemous," "profoundly, grossly and hopelessly ignorant," 
and such expressions as "scientific swindler," " insolence of their misconduct," 
etc., etc. On page 218 he directly ascribes to Mr. Darwin "ignorance and pre- 
sumption." On page 257 he ridicules Mr. Darwin's surmises as to the mode of 
evolution of an eye, which, he says, is offered in all seriousness ; not having taken 
the trouble to inform his readers that Mr. Darwin has said, "This seems, I 
freely confess, absurd in the highest degree." The author might well take a les- 
son and a rebuke from Dr. Charles Hodge, who, in treating the same matter, says, 
" It would be absurd to say anything disrespectful of such a man as Mr. Dar- 
win." ( What is Darminismf p. 60.) 

Writers who seek to defend Christianity against its foes, should be taught 
that such intemperance of expression is injurious to their own cause. Their 
opponents regard it with contempt, and to many of their friends it is disgusting. 
In the mind of the impartial reader it excites a suspicion of unfairness which 
taints the whole book. The theory of evolution has wrought veiy important 
changes in methods of investigation. Mr. Huxley well said, a few days ago, in 
presenting to a public institution a statue of Mr. Darwin, in the presence of the 
Prince of Wales, that, after the publication of The Origin of Species, certain 
methods of study, hitherto in vogue, were no longer possible. At the meeting of 
the Evangelical Alliance, in New York, the senior college president of the United 
States declared that the Evolutionary Theory must be accepted as " a good work- 
ing hypothesis." Professor Joseph LeConte expresses his conviction that "no 
theory of evolution yet proposed explains the origin of species," yet he adds that 
"Evolution maybe the universal formal law of the universe of Time, but the 
cause of this law is yet undiscovered." (Beligion and Science, p. 24.) What the 
intelligent Christian public wants is, not a tirade against current theories, but a 
calm, judicial discussion and statement of the situation as to science and the 
philosophic inferences from it. Abusive language discredits the cause for which 
it is employed. 



